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Learning Targets 

• Map your current data sources. 

• Extend use of data to four types 
needed to make effective 
instructional decisions.  

• Articulate why it’s important to 
look at all four types of data 
when making instructional 
decisions. 

 



Effective teachers ask questions.  Data are the 
answers to our questions. We design 

assessments to get the data we and our students 
need in order to progress. 

 



To answer your 
questions, you 
need information 
about… 

1. Your students.  

2. Your students’ 
learning.  

3. How your students 
feel about their 
learning, you, each 
other, and the 
learning 
environment. 

4. What you did that 
worked or didn’t 
work.  

 



 





Student 
learning data 





Demographic 
data 



 



Perception  
data 









Process data 



Picture: Marquee Reflection by  Luis Argerich (Flickr/CC) 



What do you 
notice about 
the data you 
gather and/or 
want to gather? 



What do the data make you think?  
• Susie scored a Level 2 on her 2007-08 Grade 8 

Reading EOG. 
• Susie scored a Level 2 in sixth and seventh 

grades, but her elementary scores were 
consistently higher. 

• Susie is the oldest of three children who are 
being raised by a single mother.  

• Susie’s mother is a college-educated registered 
nurse. 

• Susie hates to read, but she likes soccer.   
• For the past two years, Susie’s reading teachers 

have used the Brain Buster EOG workbook series.   
 



Model adapted from work  

of Victoria Bernhardt. 



Why is it 
important to 
look at all four 
types of data 
when making 
instructional 
decisions? 





We need and gather  
information that is… 



Create your data map.  

Immediate Periodic Annual  

Student Learning 

Demographic 

Perception 

Process 



What do you 
notice about 
the data you 
gather? 



To be most effective, teachers need 
all four types of data throughout 

the school year.   
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I am a teacher, consultant, 
and international presenter.  If 
you have any questions or 
would like more information, 
do not hesitate to contact me.  
 


